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Sir: 

In accordance with 37 CFR §1.56, Applicant wishes for the following to be placed in the file- 
wrapper of the above-identified patent application for benefit of notice to the public. 

Applicants now believe that the methods of preparation disclosed in the subject application 
do not disclose all of the reagents necessary for an ordinary skilled artisan to make a titania or 
zirconia-based sol-gel coating for an open tubular capillary electrochromatography column. 
Applicants now know that the specific embodiments of titania or zirconia-based sol-gel coatings are 
prepared using, for example, chelating agents in lieu of positive catalysts. If prepared as taught in 
this application, in these specific embodiments there is premature precipitation. Applicants have 
discovered that, in lieu of positive catalysts for these specific embodiments, the chelating agents 
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control the hydrolysis rate, thereby slowing the reactivity of the respective titanium or zirconium 
alkoxides. Consequently, the chelating agents act, in a sense, as negative catalysts. 
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